158 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES
phases of development as deduced from documents dating from
the Exile or before it, the conclusion cannot be avoided that
in the interval Israel had been vitally affected by foreign
influences.1 Undoubtedly these influences were most effective
where they corresponded with the main lines of Jewish thought,
feeling and tradition, wThich merely means that the Jews bor-
rowed from their neighbours whatever they had most need of.
The task of assigning these borrowings to their proper sources,
and still more that of calculating the extent of the influence in
each case, is full of difficulties, and much must always remain
uncertain. The fundamental influence seems to be that of
Babylonia, with its peculiar cosmological, astrological and
gnostic systems. Persia 2 follows, with important contributions
in the field of angelology, demonology and eschatology ; and
finally we can perceive the result of contact with the Hellenistic
world in the evolution of the idea of God, in the building up of a
belief in the immortality of the soul, and in something new in
the Jewish attitude to the Torah and its interpretation—a
development which will be referred to again. This subtle and
pervasive influence of the Greek genius, which was constantly
reinforced by the traffic between the colonies of the Diaspora
on the one hand and Jerusalem and Judaea on the other, is
particularly hard to detect, because it is so diffused, but it may
well be more important than it appears.3
There is never any question of deliberate, premeditated
and conscious borrowing; what confronts us is the result of a
gradual contamination, a natural responsiveness to contact with
foreign patterns of thought, followed by a process of adaptation,
which may be quick or slow, but which is essentially spon-
1	On this conclusion see CCLm, chap, xxv (the last in the book).
Lagrange (LI, 388), who denies the possibility of pagan influences acting
on God's people or on his Book, attributes the growing popularity of this
kind of explanation in connection with the undeniable innovations that
have formed the subject of this section, to the increasing obsession with
the comparative study of religion.    Naturally as long as Judaism, was
regarded as a religion which God had set apart from the rest and above
them, it could not be studied as it can now that it is at length restored to
its proper historical setting.
2	I.  Scheftelvowitz, Die Altpersische Religion und das Judentum,
Giessen, 1920.
3	I. Levy's book (CCLXXVH, book iv) contains a number of statements
as to the extent and intensity of this influence.    They do not carry con-
viction, but they are enough to show the need for a complete re-examina-
tion of the problem.    Nielsen (CCXCVTH, 31 ff.) was already convinced
of Hellenic influences in the more northerly Semitic  countries,  Syria,
Palestine, even northern Arabia, and as far as the Euphrates, about the
beginning of the Christian era.

